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SPEAKER 
Election 

The member for Midland (Mrs M.H. Roberts), as the member with the longest continuous service, took the chair 
and presided over the election of the Speaker. 
MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [11.59 am]: Member for Midland, I move — 

That the member for Midland do take the chair of the Legislative Assembly as Speaker. 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Premier) [12 noon]: I formally second the motion. 
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [12 noon]: I accept the nomination. Are there any further nominations? 
There being no further nominations, I declare myself elected as Speaker. 
[Applause.] 
[The member for Midland was conducted to the chair.] 

THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [12.01 pm]: Honourable members, I am grateful for the honour that you 
have given me in electing me as Speaker of this place—the first-ever woman Speaker. 

[Applause.] 

The SPEAKER: This is an ancient and dignified office, dating back to the thirteenth century when Peter de Montfort 
was elected by his peers to represent them to King Henry III. The office of Speaker is older than the offices of 
minister of the Crown or Premier, and is one that both symbolises this place and, in many ways, holds it together. 
As Mr Quinlan just reminded us, there have been 30 Speakers of this house since 1890, all of them men. That should 
come as no surprise when we remember that up until relatively recently, this place felt more like a select gentlemen’s 
club than the people’s house. I am privileged to be the thirty-first Speaker of this house, the first woman to hold 
this office and the start of a new tradition. In this Parliament, that seems fitting, because we have never before seen 
so many women sitting in this chamber at one time. 

[Applause.] 

The SPEAKER: It is 100 years since Edith Cowan was elected to this house—the first woman to serve in any 
Parliament in the nation. She sat alone. She was so isolated that she was even heckled during her inaugural speech. 
As I stand here today, barely just over half of the members are men, which of course means that nearly half are 
women, including many in leadership positions. This is a clear signal to the community and to women of just how 
far we have come, but it has taken over a century to do it. It would be naive to not note the level and degree of 
community concern and discussion about genuine respect and equality in political workplaces. It is my expectation 
that this Parliament, with its large cohort of strong women and men of principle, will be a place where respect and 
equity are assured. 

Members will have noticed the custom of dragging me to the chair. That is a recognition that being Speaker used 
to be a very dangerous role. Falling out of favour with the monarchy or the House of Commons often had deadly 
consequences. The task of the Speaker is to represent this Parliament to the Crown and to speak on behalf of the 
Parliament. Up until the middle of the seventeenth century, the Speaker was more or less nominated by the Crown, 
but as a consequence of the English Civil War between the Parliament and the Crown, the Speaker came to embody 
and represent the will of the house. That is the parliamentary tradition that I have now, by your kind votes, become 
a part. I may not wear the black robe or the long wig, but I will have the gavel, and I may use it. I will make rulings. 
Even if you may not like them, they will be the right rulings! 

I am very aware of the unprecedented number of members in government and also in opposition, but I will preside 
without fear or favour to ensure that all of you have the opportunity to fully represent each of your electorates in 
this place. It is my expectation that during the course of this Parliament, members will ask questions, conduct 
debates and scrutinise legislation in ways that are not only robust but also courteous, and mindful of the trust placed 
in all of us by the electorate and of the responsibility that comes with the privileges of this place. I thank the house 
for your indulgence. 

[Applause.] 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [12.06 pm]: Let me be the first to say “Madam Speaker”. On 
behalf of all members here, I congratulate you on your election to the role of Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
of Western Australia. It is true that you are the first woman Speaker of the Assembly. It is quite a historic 
moment, and I am sure that members on all sides are all very proud of you and very pleased that you have 
assumed this important role. I also did a small mental calculation in my head as to how long you have been 
here, and my calculation has come up with 27 years in the Legislative Assembly. I am not sure whether this is 
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correct, but it may well be the case that you are the longest-serving member to become Speaker. As you said, 
Madam Speaker, if I am wrong, please no-one tell me! You have 27 years of experience—27 years serving as 
a minister, as a shadow minister, on various committees and in two electorates. All of that adds up to an 
enormous amount of tradition and understanding. Perhaps more than any of your predecessors in my experience, 
you will understand the ebbs and flows of the Parliament and that Parliament is the place for the members of 
both houses. I am sure that you will conduct yourself and understand the rules, traditions and the way this place 
operates better than perhaps anyone in living memory. Congratulations to you on assuming this important role. 
I know you will conduct it with fairness, authority, firmness, warmness and the understanding that comes with 
long experience.  

Presentation to Governor 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [12.08 pm]: Madam Speaker, I have received advice from 
Government House that His Excellency the Governor will be pleased to receive the newly elected Speaker and 
some accompanying members at 12.30 pm. 

Sitting suspended from 12.08 to 2.45 pm 
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